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The Upanishads were likewise arranged in
a systematic form. Such theological manuals
were called Brahma sutras because they
enquire into the nature of Brahma or God.
Little intelligible by themselves, on account
of their brevity, they proved useful as
summaries indicating the thread of the
teacher's arguments.1 Many were the Brahma
sutras composed by the learned, but none save
Badarayan's are extant. They are abrupt and
enigmatical like a table of contents, or a

1 Sutra, literally, thread of an argument, bears the
same etymological relation to suture (sewing) as text to
texture (weaving). The German word for text-book is
leit-faden, i.e., the "leading thread" or first principles
woven into a fabric of connected thought. The loom
and the spinning-wheel, without which no primitive
household was complete, are fossilised both in extinct
and living metaphor. In Merry Old England, the glee-
men or "weavers of song" wove a charm of poetry
round tribal feuds and cattle raids, and professional
story-tellers in highly-coloured language spun never-
ending yarns in the ale-house or on the village-green.
The young /allows at home had the care of the family
fee or cattle, whilst their unmarried sisters were busy in
the house as spinsters and sempstresses. In those days
when matrimony and motherhood were looked upon as
woman's most sacred duty to the race, the spinster was
but rarely an old maid. But the age in which the
Anglo-Saxon sempstress lived is comparatively modern